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INFORMATION BULLETIN NO.:  03-03
PROGRAM(S):
Food Stamps
SUBJECT:
Treatment of Child Care Payments


This supercedes Information Bulletin No.: FS-02-03.  

Please discard FS-02-03.

Information regarding child care payments authorized by the Care 4 Kids program is available on the Child Care Management Information System (CCMIS).  You can get the information you need from the CCMIS Payment History Report.  Please refer to the CCMIS Desk Guide  that is available on the DSSWEB in the Worker’s Tool Kit for details about how to access that report and use the data in it.  If you are unable to print a copy of that desk guide, please contact your regional OSD trainer for assistance.

The amount of the child care payment is determined every six months, or whenever there is a change, whichever comes first.  

Child Care as a FS Deduction:
(When a FS recipient is paying for child care)
The deduction for each child is limited. The maximum deductions, which are cited at UPM 5035.15 C., are $200 per month for a child under the age of two, and $175 per month for a child age two or older.  Allow a deduction for each child for whom the parent has an out of pocket expense for child care.

Within the limits described above, allow the monthly amount charged by the provider (Parent/Provider Agreement Monthly Rate) minus payments that are expected to be made during the month by other parties such as Care 4 Kids.  Allow that amount regardless of the amount the parent actually pays. These amounts remain constant for the Care 4 KIDs certification period and should be projected for the FS re-certification period.  If changes occur during the FS re-certification period, the client is responsible to report those changes to DSS.

You can obtain both the PPA amount and the Care 4 KIDs payment from the CCMIS Payment History Report.

EMS Instructions:
To ensure that child care payments are counted correctly for all programs, you must enter the total amount charged by the provider (PPA).

Child Care as Income:
(When a FS recipient is a child care provider)
Count the Parent/Provider Agreement (PPA) amount as income to the provider.  The PPA amount on CCMIS equals the Care 4 KIDs amount plus the parent’s out-of-pocket payment.

IF THE PROVIDER CLAIMS HE OR SHE DOES NOT RECEIVE THIS AMOUNT, PROCEED AS FOLLOWS.

Step 1:
Obtain the Care 4 Kids monthly payment from the CCMIS Payment History Report.

Step 2:
To verify the parent’s actual payment, obtain written statements from both the parent and the provider to document that amount.  Use that amount as the provider’s income from the parent. 

IMPORTANT: 

Both the parent and the provider must document in writing the amount actually paid by the parent to the provider if the amount is different than indicated on CCMIS. The provider should contact the Care 4 Kids contractor to have the amount corrected, but this is not an eligibility requirement for the FS Program.

Step 3:
Add the amount from Step 1 to the amount from Step 2.  This is the provider’s income for the month for that child.

Follow these steps for each child for whom the provider receives a payment from Care 4 Kids.

Follow these steps for each of the three months prior to the current month and use an average as the FS recipient’s income.

NOTE:
The Care 4 Kids Monthly Payment is issued only after the provider has completed the necessary paperwork.  Therefore, it is possible for a provider to receive nothing from Care 4 Kids one month, and a double payment the next month. This is the reason you must use an average of three months and project that amount over the re-certification period.

Disposition:

Retain for future reference.

Distribution:

FS Eligibility Staff

Responsible Unit:
FS Unit (860) 424-5383.

