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   September 1, 2001

   Claudette J. Beaulieu, Deputy Commissioner




      Effective Date

POLICY TRANSMITTAL NO.:  UP-04-21

SUBJECT:  Treatment of Puerto Rico Nutrition Assistance in the Food Stamp Program

This transmits revised policy regarding the treatment of benefits received from the Puerto Rico Nutrition Assistance Program (NAP) in the Food Stamp Program.

Currently, benefits received from the Puerto Rico Nutrition Assistance Program are counted as unearned income.

Under this change, NAP benefits are excluded as income and are not considered duplicate or concurrent assistance when NAP participants apply for food stamp benefits in mainland offices in the same month the NAP benefits were issued. 

Benefits issued under the Puerto Rico Nutrition Program can only be redeemed in Puerto Rico.  When a food stamp assistance unit moves from Puerto Rico, any remaining benefits on the assistance unit's Puerto Rico EBT account are not converted to a check. 

In addition, when a food stamp unit moves to Puerto Rico and does not spend the remaining balance before moving, the benefits are subject to expungement policy.
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DISPOSITION:  This Policy Transmittal may be retained for reference.

DISTRIBUTION:  UPM list

RESPONSIBLE UNIT:    FS/GA/Refugee Unit - Telephone (860) 424-5383
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