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1.
Determine if all members of the assistance unit are authorized to receive or are receiving TFA (including diversion assistance), TFA, SAGA (Individual or Family), AABD, GA, refugee assistance or SSI, regardless of whether or not payment is actually being made as specified in policy. If the assistance unit member is receiving SSI, make sure that he or she meets the FS technical eligibility criterion for citizenship status.




2.
If not all members of the assistance unit meet at least one of the criteria listed in steps 1 or 2 above, stop here because categorical eligibility is not established.




3.
If all members of the assistance unit meet at least one of the conditions in steps 1 or 2 above, go on.




4.
Review file information to determine if any member of the household, or if the FS assistance unit has been disqualified from FS for:





(
IPV;





(
work requirements violation;





(
voluntary quit violation.





5.
If any of the above circumstances apply to the assistance unit, stop here because categorical eligibility is not established.





6.
If the factors of disqualification of a household member or the assistance unit do not apply, presume the assistance unit has met the requirements regarding the asset limits, gross and net income limits, residency requirements, and information and documentation requirements concerning social security numbers of the unit's members and sponsored non-citizens and is categorically eligible for Food Stamps.
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7.  Assume categorical eligibility to exist at time of recertification in the absence of a timely cash assistance redetermination.

8. Apply all Food Stamp work program and monthly reporting requirements to the assistance unit.

9. If a member of an otherwise categorically eligible assistance unit is disqualified from FS for the reasons listed in step 6, consider the entire unit as losing its categorical status.

10. Advise the unit that the other members of the assistance unit can participate in the program if otherwise eligible but cannot participate solely on the basis of categorical eligibility;

11. Inform the unit of any eligibility factor which must now be verified due to loss of categorical status.

