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Lt. Governor Susan Bysiewicz
celebrates the ceremonial maple
tapping with Rob Lamothe and
Commissioner Bryan P. Hurlburt.

Maple Sugaring Season Kicks Off
Marking the Beginning of the 'Sweetest' Time of the Year

Lt. Governor Susan Bysiewicz and Department of Agriculture Commissioner
Bryan P. Hurlburt joined Rob Lamothe, owner of Lamothe’s Sugar House in
Burlington, on Friday, February 14 to participate in a ceremonial maple tapping
in celebration of Connecticut’s “sweetest” time of the year, the start of maple
sugaring season.

“Connecticut ranks in the top 10 of maple syrup producers in the United
States,” Lt. Governor Bysiewicz said. “We have a lot to celebrate and be proud
of and there’s no better way to support this vibrant industry than by visiting a
sugar house near you or attending the first-ever Maple Weekend happening in
March with your family.”

In 2018, Connecticut’s 73,000 taps produced 18,000 gallons of syrup during the
short season that sap runs from early February to late March. Connecticut
maple syrup is valued at $1.2 million in cash receipts, according to USDA.
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Agriculture has an economic impact of $4 billion for the state’s economy, with
21,000 jobs statewide.

“Maple sugaring is one of Connecticut’s treasures with small businesses across
the state tapping into nature’s sweetest treat,” said Commissioner Bryan P.
Hurlburt. “We need to pay attention to the challenges that climate change
brings upon these businesses as we work to protect this native industry
ensuring families can continue doing this for generations to come.”

LAST CHANCE - Opportunity at the New England Food Show 
Are you a farm looking to connect with and sell to restaurants and chefs in New
England? If so, this is the perfect opportunity to help create a unique advantage
for you. The New England Food Show is working to support and promote a
“Tasting Pavilion” where local businesses and farms will be featured. New
England Food Show, being held at the Boston Convention & Exhibition Center
March 22-24, 2020, will draw 7,000+ foodservice professionals and these
buyers are always looking for new and local products to incorporate into their
menus.
If you are interested, please contact Mari.Dannenberg@ExpoDevCo.com no
later than February 27 to ensure your inclusion in the pavilion.
This opportunity is available for only $300 and will include the following for all
who participate:

Dedicated exhibit/display space for 3 days of the show within the pavilion
Carpet, One 6 foot draped table, Booth ID Sign, Wastebasket
Listings in the online exhibitor directory and the onsite printed directory

For full details, please visit www.NewEnglandFoodShow.com. 

Northern Connecticut Agricultural Summit

Click to Continue Reading
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Joan Nichols, Executive Director of the CT Farm Bureau Association will be the
Keynote Speaker at The Northern Connecticut Agriculture Summit, “Farming for
Your Future” scheduled for Saturday, February 29 from 8:30 a.m. to 1:00 p.m.
at Asnuntuck Community College, 170 Elm Street, Enfield, CT.
The event is geared toward current and prospective farmers to raise awareness
and provide educational seminars to those interested in farming. The schedule
includes seminars on Hemp; Beekeeping Basics, Climate Change Impacts and
Adaption Strategies, Social Media and Hydroponics. Other seminars scheduled
are Pollinating, Farm Regulations & Permits, Raising Backyard Poultry,
Farmland Access and Insurance, as well as improving soil health and
information on available CT agriculture grants.
The agricultural summit is free of charge and includes a continental breakfast
and vendor exhibits. Pre-registration is requested. Registration forms are
available by calling Chris Casey, Event Coordinator at 860.698.6267 or email
cwsmcasey@gmail.com, or on http://www.enfield-ct.gov/1205/Agricultural-
Commission

Vegetable Production Certificate Course
We’re offering a Vegetable Production Certificate Course, beginning on March
12, 2020. It’s a hybrid format, online and in-person for new and beginning
farmers. This year only, we have a special introductory fee of $100 or $150 plus
$4 convenience fee depending on the course option you choose. 
The course description is available at http://bit.ly/Vegetables2020 and online
registration is at http://bit.ly/ExtensionStore.
Registration is due by 5 PM on March 2, 2020.

FSMA Produce Safety Rule/Produce Safety Alliance Approved Grower
Training Courses

The Produce Safety Alliance (PSA) Grower Training Course has been designed
to provide a foundation of Good Agricultural Practices knowledge, while
outlining the requirements of the Food Safety Modernization Act (FSMA)
Produce Safety Rule. A training session is scheduled for March 18 and
19 (snow date: March 20) at Hartford County Extension Center, Exchange
Building, Suite 262, Building 4, 270 Farmington Ave, Farmington, CT.
Registration deadline is Friday, March 6. Space is limited to 30
participants. View flyer here or Register online here $50 registration fee.
Contact: Indu.upadhyaya@uconn.edu with any questions.

Tomato Workshop: For Production in Soilless Media in Greenhouses
One-day educational program co-sponsored by UConn Extension, USDA Risk
Management Agency and the CT Agricultural Experiment Station. Funding is
provided by a grant from UConn Extension and a cooperative effort of UConn
Extension and the USDA Risk Management Agency. 

March 18, 2020 from 9:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. in the Jones Auditorium at the
Connecticut Agricultural Experiment Station, New Haven, CT

Five pesticide re-certification credits have been approved for this event for
attendees from all New England states. For more information and to register
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online  go to: https://greenhouse.uconn.edu/workshop/

Productive Conversations: Dairy Training Workshop
Do you think we can do a better job explaining why we do what we do as dairy
farmers? Are you hesitant to engage in conversations with the average
consumer? Misinformation abounds, but it's up to us in the agricultural
community to set the record straight.
Join us at the upcoming "Productive Conversations" training workshop on
Thursday, March 26 at the Tolland County Agricultural Center to learn how to
lead positive conversations about the tough issues surrounding our industry,
with a specific focus on water quality and the environment.
The workshop will train you to get your point across in all types of settings
including in person, in a town hall setting, online or when speaking to a reporter.
Lunch will be included. RSVP through the Facebook event or by emailing your
name, farm name, and number attending to Annalise Kieley at
AKieley@newenglanddairy.com

Seeking Industry Input
for Connecticut Grown Marketing Campaign

We want to hear from you. 

Take our Connecticut Grown Producer Survey

Ag Market Pricing

Middlesex Livestock Auction - CT

Northeast Regional Eggs

New England Shell Eggs

Pennsylvania Weekly Cattle Auction
Summary

Pennsylvania Livestock Auction -
Waynesburg, PA

New Holland Dairy Auction - New
Holland, PA

New Holland, PA Hay Report

Wholesale Fruits & Vegetables -
Boston

Wholesale Ornamental Flowers -
Boston

Advertisements
For Sale
1-R. Blumenthal & Donahue is now Connecticut’s first independent
NATIONWIDE Agri-Business Insurance Agency. Christmas tree growers,
beekeepers, sheep breeders, organic farmers and all others, call us for all your
insurance needs. 800-554-8049 or www.bludon.com

2-R. Farm, homeowner and commercial insurance—we do it all. Call
Blumenthal & Donahue 800-554-8049 or www.bludon.com
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3-R. Gallagher electric fencing for farms, horses, deer control, gardens, &
beehives. Sonpal’s Power Fence 860-491-2290

4-R. Nationwide Agribusiness Insurance Program, endorsed by the CT Farm
Bureau, save up to 23% on your farm insurance and get better protection.
References available from satisfied farmers. Call Marci Zyskowski today at 203-
444-6553

5-R. Pollination services for small scale farms. Call Hilltop Apiaries for
information at 860-408-9039

7-R. Black angus heifers, 23 months old. 3 available. Each to calf in or around
May. Asking $1,400 each. Call 860-212-5463

12-R. Unrooted succulents $0.55 each, unrooted variegated ivy $0.75 per 18
inch piece, 11 inch hanging basket pot with hanger $0.75 each, slim jim flats
$0.55 each, 14 inch plastic clay wall planter $3 each, 12 inch plastic clay oval
$2 each. Call Bill 203-430-8229

14-R. Honeybees: 5-frame NUCS, DEEPS only available first week of May.
Jones' Apiaries LLC 860-677-9391

15-R. Need Honey Bee Pollination? Call Heritage Apiaries, Canton, CT. 860-
805-7191

Wanted 
9-R. Livestock wanted: Dairy cattle, heifers of any age, beef cows, bulls, steers,
feeder cattle, veal, groups of sheep and goats. RyanM01@comcast.net or 860-
655-0958. If no answer, leave message. All calls returned

Interested in Advertising? Click here for details on rates and submission. 
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