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TO: School Health Educators
School Nurses and Nursing Supervisors
School Counselors
School Social Workers

FROM: John D. Frassinelli, Burean Chief .
Bureau of Health/Nutrition, F rices and Adult Education

DATE: October 18, 2018

SUBJECT: Connecticut Safe Havens Act for Newboms

In Connecticut, the Safe Havens Act for Newboms, codified in Connecticut General Statutes
(C.G.5)) Sections 17a-57 to 17a-61, creates a safe alternative to leaving or abandoning wmwanted
infants in unsafe places. The Act allows a parent to voluntanily give up custody of an infant 30
days or younger and avoid prosecufion for abandonment by bringing the mfant to one of the
state’s 37 hospital emergency rooms. The law went into effect in Connecticut in 2000 and has
since saved the lives of 37 infants, according to data from the Connecticut Department of
Children and Families (DCF). The Comnnecticut Safe Havens Act statutes can be found at
hitps:/fwww.cga ot gov/cumentpub/chap 310 him#sec 17a-57.

Section 2 of Public Act 18-182 requires the Comnecticut State Board of Education (SBE) to
provide local and regional boards of education with information on Comnnecticut’s Safe Havens
Act and how instructional materials can be obtained from DCF. For the full public act language,
please visit hitps://'www cza ct gow/2018/act/pa/pdf018PA-00182-ROOHB-05446-PA pdf

In an effort to save the lives of additional mfants, the Connecticut State Department of Education
(CSDE) encourages districts to provide instmiction to students regarding Connecticut’s Safe
Havens Act as part of the high school cumicalum.  The slogan from proponents of the legislation
supporting this imstruction 1s: “10 Minutes m 10th Grade ™ Additional details and resources
regarding Connecticut’s Safe Havens Act for Newborns, including printable materials in English
and Spanish and contact information, can be found on the DCF website at

https:/‘portal ct. gov/DCE1-DCF/SAFE-Havens-Act-for-Newboms.

Please share this information with school staff and commumity pariners to facilitate the
conversation on this impertant issue. Questions for the TCSDE can be directed to Shelby B. Pons,

Education Consultant, at 860-807-2103 or ghelby ponsigict gov.

JDF:er
cc: Charlene Bussell-Tucker, Chief Operating Officer, CSDE
Shelby R Pons, Education Consultant, CSDE
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LR Connecticut State Department of Education (CSDE)

presents
2019 Spring School Nurse Supervisor Conference

Wednesday, May &, 2019
830 am.—2:30 p.m.
(Registration & 7-45a.m.)
Red Lion Hotel, Cromwell
100 Berlin Road, Cromwell, CT 06416

Presented by: Stephanie Knutson, M3N, RN, Education Consultant, CSDE

This activity will provide school nurses and school nurse supervisors with information and
programs that support students. As a result of attending this conference, participants will learn
about:
*  glectronic cigarettes and its impacts on school health;
updates in epilepsy treatment and management in school environments;
communication strategies for enhancing professional relationships;
madels of school nurse supervision and LPNs in school health programs;
learn about the 5tate’s immunization database and immunization requirements for 2019 - 20

school year; and
* new legislation and trends in the state.

Audience: School nurses, school nurse supervisors, directors of special education/pupil
services, school medical advisors, and other school staff

Cost: 512500 per person (Includes light breakfast and lunch)

Register at:
https://ctnurses.org/event-3249974

Questions: Please call 203-238-1207 x 1 or email Virsiniaicimrses org
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CSDE Homeless Education
Website located at https://portal.ct.gov/SDE/Homeless/[Homeless-Education

The Connecticut State Department of Education will ensure that all Connecticut children in homeless situations have
the opportunity to attend, enroll in and succeed in school. The federal McKinney-Vento Homeless Assistance
Act requires all school districts to ensure access to public education for children and youth experiencing homelessness
and ensure success in school once enrolled. This includes:

e Choice of School;

e Comparable Services;

e State or Local Policies Must Not Keep Homeless Children from Attending School; and

e Homeless Children Must Not Be Segregated.

If you are homeless or need help with housing, you are not alone. The best way to get help quickly is to dial 2-1-1 or
visit the 2-1-1 website and click on housing and/or homelessness for programs that help people who need housing or
shelter.

Guidance to School Districts:
e National Center for Homeless Education Brief, What School District Administrators Should Know About
the Educational Rights of Children and Youth Displaced by Disasters
e National Center for Homeless Education Brief, Meeting the Educational Needs of Students Displaced by
Disasters: Youth on Their Own
e School House Connection, Supporting Children and Youth Displaced by Disasters: Five Key Policies

All of the above information is located on the Homeless Education Website located at https://portal.ct.gov/SDE/
Homeless/Homeless-Education

Connecticut’s New Definition and Framework for Family Engagement

The CSDE, the Office of Early Childhood and the Connecticut Early Childhood Funders Collaborative, joined with hundreds
of stakeholders to co-create a common definition for advancing family engagement in Connecticut: “Family Engagement is a
full, equal, and equitable partnership among families, educators and community partners to promote children’s learning and
development from birth through college and career.” The framework includes guiding principles for practice and concrete

examples showing how programs can shift their family engagement practices from lower to higher impact.

The guiding principles are located on the CSDE Website at https://portal.ct.gov/SDE/Publications/Full-Equal-and-Equitable-
Partnerships-with-Families/Guiding-Principles?utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=EducateCT%20Newsletter%20-%
20April%202019&utm_content=EducateCT%20Newsletter%20-%20April%

Connecticut State Department of Education

Bureau of Health/Nutrition, Family Services and
STEPHANIE G. KNUTSON, MSN, RN Y Phone: 860-807-2108

CONNECTICUT STATE DEPARTMENT OF Adult Education
EDUCATION E-mail: stephanie.knutson@ct.gov
EDUCATION CONSULTANT 450 Columbus Blvd., Hartford, CT 06103 P g

Nondiscrimination Statement

The Connecticut State Department of Education is committed to a policy of equal opportunity/affirmative action for all qualified persons. The Connecticut State Department of Education does not discriminate
in any employment practice, education program, or educational activity on the basis of race, color, religious creed, sex, age, national origin, ancestry, marital status, sexual orientation, gender identity or expres-
sion, disability (including, but not limited to, intellectual disability, past or present history of mental disorder, physical disability or learning disability), genetic information, or any other basis prohibited by Connect-
icut state and/or federal nondiscrimination laws. The Connecticut State Department of Education does not unlawfully discriminate in employment and licensing against qualified persons with a prior criminal
conviction. Inquiries regarding the Connecticut State Department of Education’s nondiscrimination policies should be directed to: Levy Gillespie, Equal Employment Opportunity Director/Americans with Disabili-
ties Act Coordinator, Connecticut State Department of Education, 450 Columbus Boulevard, Suite 607, Hartford, CT 06103, 860-807-207 I, Levy.Gillespie@ct.gov.
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