Department of Aging and Disability Services (ADS)
Bureau of Education and Services for the Blind (BESB)
Advisory Board for Persons who are Blind or Visually Impaired
Meeting Draft Minutes

January 25, 2024


Members Present
Al Sylvestre, Chair; Eileen Akers; Mary Silverberg; Anthony Spencer for Astread Ferron-Poole; Andrea Guidice; Katherine Guzman; Beth Rival; Stephen Thal

Members Absent
Samuel Pride 

Others Present
Carol Jenkins, BESB Director; Chris Lassen, Supervisor, Adult Services; Lori St. Amand, Volunteer Program Coordinator; Jennifer Proto, Legislative Liaison, ADS; Lisa Drew, BESB Administrative Assistant; Rayah Martin BESB Processing Technician


Public Present
Mikaela Zito, CT Ambassador, Usher Syndrome Coalition; Phil Magalnick, Chair, State Rehabilitation Council

Welcome and Introductions
Chair Al Sylvestre called the meeting to order at 10:04 am. 
Chair Sylvestre opened the floor to discussion of these items. The Board discussed the functions of the Advisory Board and those of the SRC, reviewed the bylaws, and discussed possible steps going forward. The Board discussed whether the functions of the Advisory Board are duplications of the functions of the State Rehabilitation Council.

Proposals for ABPVI Going Forward
Recommend repeal of CGS §17a-810 to eliminate duplication of ABPBVI functions with those of the State Rehabilitation Council to BESB.

MOTION: Ms. Giudice made a motion to vote, and Ms. Rival seconded to recommend repeal of CGS §17a-810 to eliminate duplication of ABPBVI functions with those of the State Rehabilitation Council to BESB.
Chair Sylvestre requested a roll call vote.
Motion Failed
Vote: Yes – 1, No – 6, Abstained – 0
Continue with ABPBVI as an Independent Advisory Body that requires recruitment and appointment of members to fill board vacancies and expired terms.

MOTION: Ms. Rival made a motion to vote, and Ms. Giudice seconded to continue with ABPBVI as an Independent Advisory Body that requires recruitment and appointment of members to fill board vacancies and expired terms.

Chair Sylvestre requested a roll call vote.
Motion Passed
Vote: Yes – 5, No – 2, Abstained – 0


MOTION for adjournment: Ms. Silverberg made a motion to adjourn.

Chair Sylvestre adjourned the meeting at 11:43 am.

