Department of Rehabilitation Services (DORS)
Bureau of Education and Services for the Blind (BESB)
Statewide Committee of Blind Vendors

Minutes 
March 27, 2019 meeting
Attendance: 
Committee:

Brandy Altergott, Frank Roberts, Angel Torres

Alternate:

Amos Fatorma
Bureau:
Ed Owens
Everyone on the conference call identified themselves.

This Committee was given an update of the status of the Hartford Post Office. The cafeteria will be ceasing operation as of this Friday, March 29, 2019. The vending machines will be upgraded. The vending will be a part of the statewide contract. 
The Committee reviewed the potential opportunities at the following locations: Waterford Beach Park and the Fire Training Academy in Windsor Locks.

The proposal for the Waterford Beach Park calls for mobile concessions. The Fire Training Academy’s major food service role is to provide meals to trainees who attend two fifteen week sessions each year. Building staffing is 15.
Motion made by Frank Roberts to waive the mobile concession operation at Waterford Beach Park and the food service operation at the Fire Training Academy in Windsor Locks but to retain the rights to any vending machines at both locations.
Seconded by Amos Fatorma
Vote: Yes – 4, No – 0, Abstained – 0
A motion was made by Frank Roberts to amend the agenda to include Manchester Community College.
Seconded by Angel Torres
Vote: Yes – 4, No – 0, Abstained – 0
The Committee was advised that their proposal to offer a waiver to Manchester Community College if the College held the Agency harmless for the loss of vending machine income which would have occurred should a waiver be issued was declined by the College.
In its response, the College acknowledged the Agency’s right under Connecticut General Statute 10-303 to operate the food service and vending. They asked for a response as to whether DORS-BESB would operate the facility or issue a waiver.

As budgetary concerns led to the proposal offered by the Committee at their last meeting, they were advised of additional limited funding which has become available to the Business Enterprise Program since their last meeting.

Several members of the Committee had the opportunity to visit the facility. They felt that this would be a good opportunity for the program.

It was stated that the details of this operation would need to be negotiated through a Memorandum of Agreement between DORS and the College.

A motion was made by Frank Roberts to accept Manchester Community College as a new vending facility operation for the Business Enterprise Program and for the Agency to proceed with a Memorandum of Agreement for the operation of the food service at Manchester Community College.
Seconded by Angel Torres
Vote: Yes – 4, No – 0, Abstained – 0
A motion was made by Frank Roberts to adjourn.
Seconded by Angel Torres
Vote: Yes – 4, No – 0, Abstained – 0
Meeting adjourned at 5:00 p.m. 
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