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Utilization of unmanned aerial vehicles (UAVs) for inspection 
and documentation.

Joshua Tracy

Forester I I  & Drone Manager
South Central CT Regional Water Authority
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!DISCLAIMER!

• I  do not work for  the FAA, nor  am I  a lawyer or  police 
officer.

• E verything I  will be talking about today is  my 
understanding of the rules,  regulations and laws. 

• Flying drones is  ser ious work, and in no way fun.
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Are you allowed to fly?

• If you have a small drone that is less than 55 pounds, you 
can fly for work or business by following the Part 107 
guidelines. If you are flying your drone commercially, you 
must be operating under Part 107.
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Are inspections allowed?
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Are inspections allowed?

In C alifornia v.  C iralolo, 476 U.S.  207 (1986),  police suspected marijuana was 
being grown in the backyard of a suburban home. The yard was not vis ible from 
the public streets,  so police used a fixed-wing aircraft to fly over the home. 
Although the officers  flew at a low altitude, they were within the altitude limits  set 
by FAA regulations and could identify marijuana plants with the naked eye. The 
C ourt ruled this  was not a search that required a warrant under the Fourth 
Amendment because the defendant had no reasonable expectation of privacy in 
his  backyard being viewed from the regulated altitude, much the same way there 
is  no reasonable expectation of privacy in a backyard viewable from a public 
street.  Essentially,  the backyard was within the public view for anyone flying over 
the subject property.



7

Are inspections allowed?
In the third case, Dow C hemical v.  United States,  476 U.S.  227 (1986),  the corporate 
owner of an industrial chemical plant denied the U.S.  Environmental Protection 
Agency (EPA) permission to inspect the plant.  EPA hired a commercial aerial 
photographer to fly over the plant taking photographs of the open areas around the 
plant and between its  buildings with a standard precis ion aerial mapping camera. 
The court held that the open areas of an industrial facility are not subject to the same 
Fourth Amendment protections as the curtilage around a home and, on the basis  
of C iralolo, the government does not necessarily violate the Fourth Amendment by 
viewing private property from navigable public airspace. Unlike in C iralolo and Riley, 
the government made its  observations with technological aids rather than naked-eye 
observations. The use of a sensory device that was publicly and commonly available 
to augment human observations did not render the aerial search impermissible.
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How do you start flying?
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Get your UAS Remote Pilot Certificate.
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Visit 
https://www.faa.gov/uas/commercial_operators/become_a
_drone_pilot to fill out applications and find a testing center 

for the exam.



Buy a drone!
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Farm River Diversion, North Branford, CT
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Seymour, Connecticut. Clear-cut and slashwall.
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Furnace Pond, Branford CT.

I-95

Rt. 1
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The drone will provide essential data.

Conducting these 
pre-and-post 

harvest flights will 
allow us to closely 

monitor the 
progress of 

remediation.
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Thank you.
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