MINUTES

FIRE PROTECTION SPRINKLER SYSTEMS WORK 

EXAMINING BOARD

JULY 25, 2006
The meeting was called to order by David J. Waskowicz, Acting Chairman, at 9:35 a.m. in Room 117 of the State Office Building, 165 Capitol Avenue, Hartford, Connecticut.
Members Present:


David J. Waskowicz, Acting Chairman - Unlimited Journeyperson
Kevin Wypychoski – Contractor

Robert W. Hollis, III – Contractor


George DeVincke - Unlimited Journeyperson
Anthony D. Moscato - Fire Marshal

Ralph Carl Miller - Fire Marshal 
James M. Barry, Public Member


Luis A. Coreano - Public Member

Members Absent:


William Zisk, Sr. - Public Member
Board Vacancies:
None
Board Counsel Present:
Raul Rodriguez, Assistant Attorney General
DCP Staff Present:
Nelson Leon, Board Secretary
Richard M. Hurlburt, Director

Anthony Santoro, DCP Attorney

Richard Maloney, Trade Enforcement Director

Public Present:
Paul Lunney
Note:
The administrative functions of this Commission are carried out by the Department of Consumer Protection, Occupational and Professional Licensing Division.  For information, call Richard M. Hurlburt, Director, at (860) 713-6135.

Agency Web site:
www.ct.gov/dcp
MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETINGS

The Board voted unanimously to approve minutes of the June 25, 2006 Fire Protection Sprinkler Systems Work Examining Board meeting with amendments on page-2, last sentence under 

“Minutes Of Previous Meetings”, to reflect Board member Ralph Carl Miller reporting on the CT fire safety code exempting manufacturers from fire inspections; on page-4, under “Correspondence”, to reflect DCP Director Richard M. Hurlburt submitted to the Board “Reciprocity” language under Chapter 393, Section 20-333a; on page-5, under “New Business”, item #2, to reflect the Board requesting Fire Protection complaints and on-going DCP investigations from 1/1/06 to present; and to add item #3, to reflect DCP Director Richard M. Hurlburt reporting on PSI investigation going to the next level concerning the compromising of a state examination.

SUSPEND RULES TO TAKE AN AGENDA ITEM OUT OF ORDER
1. A motion was made by Board member Ralph Carl Miller, seconded by Board member Anthony D. Moscato, and unanimously approved by the Board, to suspend the rules and take an agenda item out of order, and discuss under “Old Business”, the appointment of James M. Barry to the Fire Protection Sprinkler Systems Work Examining Board, as a public member on 
May 12, 2006. The matter was discussed by the Board to determine if Mr. Barry’s appointment meets the criteria of the definition of a “Public Member”, based on his extensive involvement within the occupational trade industry. A motion was made by Board member Anthony D. Moscato, seconded by Board member Robert W. Hollis, III, to proceed with the swearing-in of Mr. Barry to the Fire Protection Systems Work Examining Board. The motion carried by a majority vote of the Board members. Board member Robert W. Hollis, III, Kevin M. Wypychoski, Anthony D. Moscato, and Ralph Carl Miller voted in favor of the motion. Acting Chairman David J. Waskowicz, Luis A. Coreano, and George DeVincke were opposed. 

2. James M. Barry was sworn-in by DCP Attorney Anthony Santoro at today’s meeting, as a public member of the Fire Protection Sprinkler Systems Work Examining Board.

3. A motion was made by Board member Ralph Carl Miller, seconded by Board member

George DeVincke, to have the Acting Chairman bring this matter to DCP Commissioner and explain the Board’s concerns regarding Mr. Barry’s appointment as it relates to meeting the definition of a “Public Member”, based on his extensive involvement within the Fire Protection occupational trade industry, in that he has had working experience with Crest Mechanical, Rainmaker, and Konover, who are Fire Protection Sprinkler contractors, holds a (P-1) Unlimited Contractor license, (S-1) Unlimited Contractor license, and is a member of NFPA. The motion carried unanimously.

SUSPEND RULES AND TAKE ANOTHER AGENDA ITEM OUT OF ORDER
A motion was made by Board member Ralph Carl Miller, seconded by Board member 

Anthony D. Moscato, to suspend the rules and take another agenda item out of order, under 
“Old Business”, in which DCP Trade Enforcement Director Richard Maloney’s reported to the Board, Fire Protection Sprinkler Systems Work complaints and on-going investigations, acceptance of Assurance of Voluntary Compliances, report of fines and/or civil penalties collected, and that the last group of Assurance of Voluntary Compliances are going out this week. Mr. Maloney also reported on the secondary phase of the investigations operation, involving more site inspections, and that staff was sent to investigatory training to give them some type of fundamental basis for writing narrative reports, obtaining evidence, compiling reports and evidence in a way that is consistent with best trade practices, and giving them additional training, clerical support, as well as supervisory support. Mr. Maloney further reported on the completion of all back-log cases, and that the inspection phase will be put in action immediately, with the concentration on site inspections, and has offered to provide the Board more narrative reports concerning on-going activities concerning closed cases. The Board expressed concern for the public safety as well as the habitual offenders, who should not only be subject to a monetary fine, but oversight of their business practices as well. Mr. Maloney indicated to the Board that it is the goal of DCP to increase the authority of the Board and investigators, and will provide the Board with a follow-up report regarding Fire Protection Sprinkler Systems Work complaints and on-going investigations at its next meeting scheduled for Tuesday, October 26, 2006. 
THE BOARD VOTED UNANIMOUSLY TO RETURN TO THE REGULAR ORDER OF THE AGENDA 
APPLICATIONS
David R. Alvarez, Hampton, CT – (F-2) Unlimited Journeyperson Application – Denied

The Board voted unanimously to deny Mr. Alvarez’ application due to submittal of an incomplete application (page-2 was omitted).
RECONSIDERATION OF PREVIOUSLY SUBMITTED APPLICATIONS

Dean P. Boardman, Brooklyn, CT – (F-2) Unlimited Journeyperson Application – Denied 
The Board tabled Mr. Boardman’s application at their 6/30/06 meeting, contingent upon receipt of 

a notarized statement from occupational related employers as to dates and duties of employment.

Attached is Mr. Boardman’s notarized statement dated 6/21/06 from his occupational related employer 

(J.C. Cannistraro, LLC) for the Board to review. 
After further review of Mr. Boardman’s application at today’s meeting, the Board voted unanimously to deny Mr. Boardman’s application, due to lack of required notarized statements from occupational related employers as to dates and duties of employment. The Board is requesting validation of 8000 hours (4-years) of occupational related experience.
Eric L. Elkanich, Gray, ME – (F-2) Unlimited Journeyperson Application – Approved 
The Board voted to deny Mr. Elkanich’s application at their 5/23/06 meeting due to submittal of an incomplete application (page-2 of the application was not completed). Attached is Mr. Elkanich’s completed application for the Board to review.

After further review of Mr. Elkanich’s application at today’s meeting, the Board voted unanimously to approve his application.

Jose Juan Vendrell, New Britain, CT – (F-2) Unlimited Journeyperson Application. – Approved 
The Board tabled Mr. Vendrell’s application at their 6/27/06 meeting pending further review and discussion of his application at today’s meeting. After further review of Mr. Vendrell’s application at their 6/27/06 meeting, the Board questioned how Mr. Vendrell was approved to sit for an (F-2) Unlimited Journeyperson examination when in fact his application was denied at the Board’s 5/23/06 meeting. The Board is requesting that Mr. Vendrell’s examination results be placed on hold and that no license be issued to Mr. Vendrell, pending the Board’s final decision.  
After further review of Mr. Vendrell’s application at today’s meeting, the Board voted unanimously to approve Mr. Vendrell’s application, based on verification confirming that Mr. Vendrell was approved to take the (F-2) Unlimited Journeyperson in 2001 and again in 2003, and had provided an original Department of Labor “Apprenticeship Completion Certificate”. The Board therefore, unanimously affirmed the approval at today’s meeting to allow Mr. Vendrell’s to take the (F-2) Unlimited Journeyperson examination, and accept his (F-2) Unlimited Journeyperson examination results.

LATE ARRIVING APPLICATIONS

The Board voted unanimously to review the following late arriving applications:
Jeffrey Benoit, Coventry, CT – (F-2) Unlimited Journeyperson Application – Tabled

The Board voted unanimously to table Mr. Benoit’s application, contingent upon receipt of certification

regarding his occupational school related instructional experience.
Leslie C. Coomer, Cassville, MO – (F-2) Unlimited Journeyperson Application – Denied 

The Board voted unanimously to deny Mr. Coomer’s application due to lack of required notarized statements from occupational related employers as to dates and duties of employment.
Suresh R. Debade, Brooklyn Park, MN – (F-1) Unlimited Contractor Application – Denied

The Board voted unanimously to deny Mr. Debade’s application due to lack of a required (F-2) Unlimited Journeyperson license for a minimum of two years.
Ted Huizinga, Danbury, CT – (F-1) Unlimited Contractor Application – Tabled 

The Board voted unanimously to table Mr. Huizinga, contingent upon receipt of a copy of his

(F-2) Unlimited Journeyperson license. 
Edward S. Laforme, Watsontown, PA – (F-2) Unlimited Journeyperson Application – Denied 

 The Board voted unanimously to deny Mr. Laforme’s application due to lack of required notarized statements from his occupational related employers as to dates and duties of employment.
John E. Marotta, Durham, CT – (F-2) Unlimited Journeyperson Application – Denied 

The Board voted unanimously to deny Mr. Marotta’s application, contingent upon receipt of notarized statements from occupational related employers as to dates and duties from his current employer (Kennedy’s Plumbing & Heating, Inc.) as to specific dates and duties of employment. The Board is also requiring Mr. Marotta appear before the Board with his employer representative (Tim Kennedy, V.P.) to expand on Mr. Marotta’s occupational related dates and duties of employment.
Ronald Petersen, New Milford, CT – (F-2) Unlimited Journeyperson Application – Denied 

The Board voted unanimously to deny Mr. Perterson’s application due to lack of required “Apprenticeship Completion Certificate”.
Paul Rhodes, Stamford, CT – (F-4) Limited Journeyperson Application – Denied 

The Board voted unanimously to deny Mr. Rhodes’ application due to lack of required 
“Apprenticeship Completion Certificate”.
Gregory Wilson, Southbury, CT – (F-2) Unlimited Journeyperson Application – Approved

The Board voted unanimously to approve Mr. Wilson’s application.  
Tod E. Stenovich, Pawtucket, RI – (F-2) Unlimited Journeyperson Application – Approved 

The Board voted unanimously to approve Mr. Stenovich’s application. 
CORRESPONDENCE

PSI Fire Protection examination results from 6/9/06 – 7/14/06.
NEW BUSINESS

1. Ralph Carl Miller reported at the Board’s 6/27/06 meeting that the State Fire Marshal’s office will provide a presentation at today’s meeting concerning “NFPA-13 STD”. 

The Board voted unanimously to continue this matter to their next meeting scheduled for Tuesday, September 26, 2006.

2. The Board requested a report concerning complaints and on-going investigations from 1/1/06 to present.

3. DCP Director Richard M. Hurlburt reported that PSI investigation is going to the next level concerning the compromising of a state examination.

There being no further business, the meeting adjourned at 11:30 A.M.
Respectfully submitted,

Nelson Leon
Board Secretary

The next regular meeting is scheduled for Tuesday, September 26, 2006, at 9:30 A.M. in Room 117.
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