MINUTES

PLUMBING AND PIPING WORK EXAMINING BOARD

JULY 20, 2006
The meeting was called to order by Roger Stolting, Acting Chairman, at 9:35 a.m. in Room 117 of the 

State Office Building, 165 Capitol Avenue, Hartford, Connecticut.
Members Present:

Roger Stolting, Contractor, Acting Chairman

George C. Sima, Contractor
Charles E. Appleby, Sr., Contractor





Joseph Carr, Journeyperson





John R. Damico, Journeyperson





Gerald R. Fucci, Journeyperson

John R. Sullivan, Public Member
Member Absent:
 
James Piccoli, Contractor
Michael E. Cluney, Public Member




Anthony Smeraglino, Public Member
Board Vacancies:

One Journeyperson





One Public Member

Board Counsel Present:
None
DCP Staff Present:

Nelson Leon, Board Secretary

Richard M. Hurlburt, Director
Richard Maloney, Trade Enforcement Director





Anthony Santoro, Administrative Hearings Attorney




Helen Hillman, Consumer Information Rep.







Jack Korduner, Trade Inspector




Public Present:

Steve Minicucci 


Rick Davis




Brian Lysak



Paul Biondino




Vincent Darewte




Patricia Torres-Lewis




Janice Shannon




Frank J. DaCato




Thomas A. Nigro




Thomas N. Nigro




Alan R. Cyr

Note:
The administrative functions of this Board are carried out by the Department of Consumer Protection, Occupational and Professional Licensing Division.  
For information contact Richard M. Hurlburt, Director at (860) 713-6135.
MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETINGS
The Board voted unanimously to approve minutes of the May 18, 2006 meeting with amendments to 

page-5 under “MISCELLANEOUS” to reflect Chairman George Sima announcing to the Board that he mailed a letter to the Honorable Governor M. Jodi Rell, asking her to allow him to step down as Chairman of the Plumbing and Piping Work Examining Board. Mr. Sima will continue serving on the Board as a Well Drilling Contractor member.

SWEARING-IN OF NEWLY APPOINTED BOARD MEMBER
Appointment letter dated April 24, 2006 from the Honorable Governor M. Jodi Rell, concerning the appointment of Anthony Smeraglino as a Plumbing and Piping Work Examining Board member, as a 
Public Member, in succession to Brian T. Kronenberger.

Anthony Smeraglino was not preset at today’s meeting.
BOARD MEMBER RESIGNATIONS

1. Letter dated June 23, 2006 from the Honorable Governor M. Jodi Rell, acknowledging receipt of Chairman George C. Sima’s letter of resignation as Chairman of the Plumbing and Piping Work Examining Board, effective June 23, 2006. Mr. Sima will continue serving on the Board as a Well Drilling Contractor member.
2. Resignation letter dated May 10, 2006 from Board member Richard J. Moran, resigning from the Plumbing and Piping Work Examining Board, effective May 10, 2006.

TRADE ENFORCEMENT ACTION REPORT

Trade Enforcement Director Richard Maloney appeared before the Board today and reported on the 

assurances of voluntary compliances that the Trade Enforcement Unit has completed over the last year, and provided the Board with a list of the related assurances of voluntary compliances reflecting violations and related fines that have been proposed and received, which has resulted in receipt of over $30,000.00 in Civil Penalties. Mr. Maloney also informed the Board of the following:

· Hiring of a new trade inspector (Raymond Fuoco).

· The migration of all plumbing complaints.

· The inspectors being under the Trade Practices Division.

· Applying the unfair trade practices act to all violations that are coming into the division.

· Timely processing of complaints.

· Inspectors participating in a clear training program consisting of techniques on conducting investigations, obtaining evidence, writing narrative reports, and completing an actual investigation.

· The trade practices division going with reckless endangerment charges as well as failure to obtain permits concerning complaints received. 
· Coordinating efforts with DCP Commissioner, Deputy Commissioner, and Legislative Liaison in an attempt to increase enforcement authority of the Boards & Commissions, as well as the drafting of a legislative package in support of such increased enforcement authority. 
APPLICATIONS

Craig P Danzi, West Hartford, CT – (P-1) Unlimited Contractor Application. 
Mr. Danzi’s application is being retuned to him due to lack of required application fee.
APPLICANTS APPEARING BEFORE THE BOARD

Richard D. Hoenninger, New Fairfield, CT – (P-2) Unlimited Journeyperson Application.

Mr. Hoenninger’s application is being returned to him due to lack of required “Apprenticeship Completion” certificate. Mr. Hoenninger was not present at today’s meeting.
Thomas N. Nigro, East Granby, CT – (P-1) Unlimited Contractor Application – Denied 
Mr. Nigro appeared before the Board today to expand on his occupational training and experience. After further review of Mr. Nigro’s application, the Board voted unanimously to deny his application due to lack of required occupational and school related instructional experience.
Thomas N. Nigro, East Granby, CT – (J-1) Limited Contractor Application – Denied 
Mr. Nigro appeared before the Board today to expand on his occupational training and experience. After further review of Mr. Nigro’s application, the Board voted unanimously to deny his application due to lack of required occupational and school related instructional experience.
WALK-IN APPLICANTS

The Board voted unanimously to review the following walk-in applications:
Brian T. Lysak, Bloomfield, CT (P-2) Unlimited Journeyperson Application. 
The Board was unable to make a decision on Mr. Lysak’s application and informed him to 

re-submit a completed application accompanied with the required notarized statements from his occupational related employers as to his dates and duties of employment, and school transcripts regarding his occupational related instructional experience for the Board to review.

Vincent J. Parente, Stamford, CT (P-2) Unlimited Journeyperson Application – Approved 

The Board voted unanimously to approve Mr. Parente’s application.

REQUEST TO ABANDON DUG WELL

Letter dated May 20, 2006 from Cynthia and Richard Wilcox, requesting permission to abandon well

located at 56 Lathrop Road, Quaker Hill, CT. 

The Board voted unanimously to deny Cynthia and Richard Wilcox request to abandon well located at 56 Lathrop Road, Quaker Hill, CT. The Board reached a unanimous consensus that a (W-1) Limited Well Water-Supply Drilling Contractor license holder will be required to perform the well abandonment, and requested that DCP send Cynthia and Richard Wilcox a letter of denial and a copy of the CT Well Drilling Chapter 482, Section 25-128-56, in which is stipulates that “any well that is abandoned shall not be a source or cause of contamination or pollution of ground water resources. Abandonment procedures shall be performed or directed only by a registered well driller. The registered well drilling contractor who performs the work of abandonment shall be responsible for compliance with the procedure of abandonment of the well, as provided in this part and shall notify the local health authority of the abandonment of the well”.  
CORRESPONDENCE

1. DCP well drilling records information.

2. Backflow Personnel Categories. 

3. Employment of apprentices.

4. CE OSHA 10 Hour construction safety course.

The Board voted unanimously the “OSHA” 10 hour construction safety course for both ABC and IMTI for the current continuing education cycle only thru 10/31/06. This is the same course previously approved for Local 777. Frank J. DaCato with local 777 said they longer are offering this particular “OSHA” 10 hour construction safety course previously approved by the Board.

5. Special Act 06-06.

The Board voted unanimously to have Board member Charles E. Appleby, Sr. communicate with the proper authorities concerning this particular act to facilitate adding of sanitization language, and will follow-up with the Board concerning this matter.

6. Reciprocity.

7. Letter dated June 2, 2006 from Suzanne Blancaflor, Department of Public Health Chief Environmental Health Section, regarding proposed draft changes to the Regulations of Connecticut State Agencies, Sections 25-128-33 to 25-128-64, inclusive.

8. Plumbing exam content areas IPC 2000 State of New Hampshire Plumber’s Licensing Board.

9. (APSP) The Association of Pool & Spa Professionals.

The Board voted unanimously to send a copy of this correspondence to the CT Department of Public Safety concerning safety issues.
10. Public Act No. 06-49, an act concerning continuing education for plumbers.

REQUEST FOR RECONSIDERATION



In the Matter of Thomas Charles

Docket No. 06-31

In the Matter of Terry Barber

Docket No. 05-143  

A Formal Administrative Hearing was held on this matter on 3/16/06 and the hearing was concluded. The Board voted unanimously at their 3/16/06 meeting to a Civil Penalty in the amount of $11,500.00, Restitution in the amount of $6,500.00, suspend Mr. Charles’ (P-1) Unlimited Contractor license, and that such (P-1) Unlimited Contractor license remain suspended until Mr. Charles has paid the Civil Penalty and Restitution concerning this matter.

After further review and discussion concerning this matter, the Board voted unanimously to deny the request for reconsideration of the Board’s decision at their 3/16/06 meeting.
FORMAL ADMINISTRATIVE HEARINGS

In the Matter of James R. Lathrop

Docket No. 06-958
In the Matter of Alan R. Cyr

Docket No. 06-959

A Formal Administrative Hearing was held on this matter today and the hearing was concluded. 
The Board voted unanimously to consider investigating the whereabouts of Mr. Lathrop of unknown whereabouts, to be criminally requested by local authorities having jurisdiction to bring Mr. Lathrop to the Board. On behalf of Mr. Lathrop, the Board voted unanimously to a Civil Penalty in the amount of $17,500.00. On behalf of Mr. Cyr, the Board voted unanimously to issue an Immediate Order of Discontinuance, Civil Penalty in the amount of $17,500.00, Restitution in the amount of $6,500.00, and suspend his (P-1 202824) Unlimited Contractor license for a period of ninety (90) days.      
There being no further business, the meeting adjourned at 2:30 P.M.

Respectfully submitted,

Nelson Leon

Board Secretary

The next regular meeting is scheduled for Thursday, September 21, 2006, at 9:30 A.M. in Room 117.
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