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www.ct.gov/dcp 
Our website offers the latest and most 
comprehensive information that we have on dozens 
of consumer-related topics! 
 

www.SmartConsumer.ct.gov 
Basic information for consumers of all ages to protect 
themselves and avoid scams! 

 
https:www.elicense.ct.gov 
To verify a license, permit or registration, or to run a 
roster of licensees. Also, the place for online 
renewal! 
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dcp.communications@ct.gov 
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To unsubscribe to Consumer Watch, 
control-click here  and press “send” 
 

 

Four Growers Chosen to Produce Medical 
Marijuana for Connecticut 
 
An empty warehouse on a quiet street in the city of West Haven will soon become a 
hive of activity as construction workers convert the space to one of four State-licensed 
medical marijuana production facilities. Following completion of a competitive 
application process that yielded more than a dozen detailed and comprehensive 
applications in November, Commissioner Rubenstein  
and his evaluation team reached their conclusions as 
to the four that most closely satisfied the evaluation 
criteria. 

 
On the brutally cold morning of January 28th, the 
Commissioner was joined by Governor Malloy, Lt. 
Governor Wyman, Mayor O’Brien of West Haven and 
other officials in announcing the names of the four 
successful candidates. Nearly 100 members of the 
press, local residents, applicants and other interested 
stakeholders gathered in the open space to learn the 
outcome. 
 
“Connecticut’s is the first state medical marijuana  
program based squarely on the pharmaceutical/medical  
model -- from physician certification, to production  
facilities operating as pharmaceutical manufacturers, to  
dispensing to patients by licensed pharmacists,”  
Commissioner Rubenstein began. 
 
 
 
                                                                                            more, page 2 
 

 From Commissioner Rubenstein 
 
 
 
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Commissioner  
William M.  
Rubenstein  

There is a great deal to be optimistic and excited about during these bleary winter weeks. 
Thirty-three years after it was first proposed in the legislature, the possibility of medical 
marijuana being available to ease the suffering of our sickest patients is becoming a 
reality. As this issue reports, the first Connecticut-produced medical marijuana will be 
available to patients later this summer. The newly-named producers have pledged not 
only to grow and manufacturer high quality products for Connecticut patients, but also 
plan to give back to their employees and communities, as described on page 2. There’s 
another Small Claims Workshop in a few weeks; that’s also noted on page 2. With 
Consumer Protection Week running in early March, we want you to know about the 
contest we have planned; we hope it catches the attention and imagination of our 
younger consumers. Read all about it on page 3. Speaking of reading, page 4 describes 
a brief report that we just completed at the request of the General Assembly on the state 
of the e-book industry and its relationship to libraries in Connecticut. Have a look; it’s 
worth knowing about. Best wishes,                                             Bill Rubenstein 

Commissioner William M. 
Rubenstein announces the 
four producer licensees at 
a press conference on 
January 28th 2014. Behind 
him at podium are 
Governor Dannel P. 
Malloy (rear, left) and Lt. 
Gov. Nancy Wyman (rear, 
right). 

mailto:dcp.communications@ct.gov?subject=please%20unsubscribe
http://www.facebook.com/home.php#!/ctdcp
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Medical Marijuana Growers, continued from page 1 
 

“We have selected four producers who embrace that clear vision and who will 
create state-of-the-art production facilities capable of assuring that pharma-
ceutical-grade marijuana in a variety of dosage forms is available to seriously ill 
patients whose doctors believe that this medicine is appropriate for them,” the 
Commissioner said. 
 
The four successful producer applicants are: 
 

 Advanced Grow Labs, LLC – 400 Frontage Rd., West Haven  
 Connecticut Pharmaceutical Solutions, LLC -- 47 Main St., Portland  
 Curaleaf, LLC -- 100 Grist Mill Rd., Simsbury 
 Theraplant, LLC – 856 Echo Lake Rd., Watertown 

 
 

 Advanced Grow 
Labs building, West 
Haven 

 
Governor Malloy was 
upbeat in his comments, 
simultaneously expressing 
his firm conviction in the 
need for Connecticut’s 
medical marijuana program. 
 
“We are carefully 
implementing this program  
with a number of safeguards in place to ensure that we avoid some of the 
problems encountered in other states,” Malloy said. “But let’s be clear, patients 
in these circumstances deserve our compassion and understanding, not arrest 
and criminal records,” the Governor said.                                     

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
All producers must be 
operational within 180 days 
of licensure (summer 2014). 
 
 
 
 

Selection of the growers is a major step in the implementation of Connecticut 
General Statutes Chapter 420f, which provides for the palliative use of 
marijuana for patients suffering from one of 11 specific debilitating illnesses, 
whose doctors believe that such treatment is appropriate.  
 

Since passage of the landmark legislation in 2012, the Department has busily 
put pieces of the program into place. October 2012 saw implementation of an 
online patient, physician and caregiver registration system, and in the summer 
of 2013, the agency sought and acquired passage of detailed regulations to 
further implement program operation. This past September, the Department 
launched the competitive selection process for the state’s medical marijuana 
production and dispensing system by putting out RFAs, “requests for 
applications.” Responses were due November 15th. Sixteen were submitted. 
 
                                                                                                            more, page 4 
 

Producers Plan to Add 
Value to Benefit Local 
Communities 
 
Each of the four successful medical 
marijuana producer applicants earned bonus 
points in their application by including 
community benefits plans, which described 
their intentions to give back to the local 
and/or state community if awarded a license. 
 
The ideas were creative and ranged from 
establishing structured opportunities for 
employees to volunteer in their communities 
as part of their jobs, donating a percentage of 
sales to programs benefiting the local 
community, matching employee contributions 
of up to $500 per employee per year to 
charitable and youth organizations in which 
an employee is actively involved; and 
establishing a number of positions within a 
facility specifically for persons with a 
disability. 
 
Facilities also expressed intentions to employ 
the use of solar energy where possible to 
reduce their energy consumption and to 
promote environmentally friendly commuting 
alternatives for employees. 

Curaleaf, LLC building, 
Simsbury                

 
 

You’re Invited: Free “Small 
Claims Court” Workshop on 
February 18th 
 

Get a free introduction and learn how to 
file a case and represent yourself in 
Small Claims Court!  UCONN Law 
School students are prepared and well-
informed about the many laws affecting 
consumers and are offering this program 
for the public benefit. 
 

After attending this workshop, you will be 
more empowered to navigate the small 
claims process. The workshop is 
scheduled for: 
 

6:00 to 7:00 pm  
Tuesday, February 18 

Reading Room in William F. Starr Hall  
UCONN Law School 

45 Elizabeth Street, Hartford 
 

Visit this link or email 
Andrew.glass@uconn.edu for more 
information. 

http://www.law.uconn.edu/calendar/event/2014/02/18/small-claims-workshop
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http://www.ct.gov/dcp/lib/dcp/pdf/publications/e-book_study_final_30jan2014.pdf
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