DDS-South Region
Regional Advisory and Planning Council
Meeting Minutes
September 21, 2011

Members Present Chair Diane Martin, Jean Brookman, Carol Coorgyil Dipollina,

Lori Richardson, Danielle Shepard, Mary McKay, DID&rim Deputy Commissioner
/Ex-Officio Member, and Scott Wolfe, Acting Regidiirector/Director of Public
Programs.

Members Absent Michael Del Sole

Member Resignation Due to personal reasons, Mr. Steve Fusti hagnes from the

Council.

Guests Jack Frost, Gloria Hannans and family, WandatbtgrGail Roundtree, and
Allison Silva.

l. Chairperson’s Report

Call to Order —Chair Martin called the meeting to order at 6o0%.

Citizen Comment— During introductions, Mrs. Hannans shared tlesitson,

a resident of the Ellsworth Avenue CLA, had moveete from the
Wintergreen CLA just two years ago and that shendidwant him to have to
move again. Next, Ms. Roundtree stated that shellvesis to speak on behalf
of her sister, a resident of the Ellsworth AvenuéACregarding the closure of
the home. Ellsworth has been her home for mangsyaad she does not want
her to move. Ms. Roundtree shared concerns owertte closure plans were
communicated to families, the short-notice givefatailies, not receiving
appropriate forms, and miscommunication about énglfes’ rights to a PAR.
Ms. Roundtree felt that the case manager’s appruattie issue was
insensitive and she felt bullied when she was tioéd if a home was not
decided on, the residents would be moved to thedderCampus. She raised
concern over the lack of response to her initiamlosons back in August.

Ms. Roundtree stated that DDS should have set m@siele for home repairs
or sought creative financing options to cover tosts.

Ms. McKay said that she received the Objectionransfer Forms from both
families only recently, along with other emails detlers of concern. She
explained that the Ellsworth CLA is an older tworgthome in need of many
repairs and modifications. DDS has already haddate two first floor
bedrooms and more changes would be necessarydmatmdate the needs of
the residents. At this point, the upkeep and maaree of the home is cost
prohibitive. Although, there has been ongoing distans about the closure of
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Ellsworth over the last year or so, and DDS stiiénds to close the home, the
department has decided to slow the pace of plaramdgwvork with families
through this fiscal year to look for an alternagsidential setting for their
loved ones (letters disseminated). Options sudtieamifying a home in the
New Haven area or moving some of the residentsgasup to a new home,
can all be explored with the department.

* Review of Minutes -A review of theJune 22, 2011, meeting minutes ensued.
In the presence of a quorum, and upon a motion dulynade and
seconded, the Council voted to approve the minuted the June 22, 2011,
meeting as presented.

RD’s Report

* Administrative Update — Deputy Commissioner duPree retired at the end of
August. Since that time, Mary has served as theximtDeputy
Commissioner. A rotating schedule of coverage iglace for the Regional
Director’s office in the South. Included in theation are ARD's Marie
Bennett, Thomas Dailey, and Scott Wolfe. Scotteisehonight as this week’s
Acting Regional Director. Following, Mary announdéet she had originally
planned to retire in the spring of 2012; howeveag@ent opportunity to retire
sooner arose. She is hopeful that she will be &tbte return to work in a
120-day temporary retiree worker position through énd of the calendar
year following her official retirement.

DDS is in a great period of transition. The dempat is down 500 positions
statewide from our authorized position count inatgdadditional employees
opting to retire by 10/1. The department hopdsetable to fill up to 100
positions. All agencies have been instructed bosurefill requests by 10/5.
DDS is seeking approval to fill a shortlist of vacees and a few key 120-day
positions. DDS’ infrastructure is very lean astlime, but Ms. McKay
stressed that core services related to individinalth and safety are being
maintained by both the public and private sectibis.hoped that
authorization to refill key positions will be fodbming.

» Council on Developmental Services — Update on 9/8/DDS Five-Year
Plan —RAC members joined the statewide council at thest imeeting for a
brainstorming session on the next DDS Five-YeanPl@aommissioner Macy
will do a webcast soon to share the informatiomdeeived during this session
and his recent round of listening tours. Publiarivegs on the proposed plan
are scheduled for November 1 at the LOB and Noveralae DDS-SR James
Street Office in New Haven. Jolie will send thewgp an email to confirm the
time of each hearing and to let them know if tharlmeys will air on CT-N.
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Budget/Legislative Update -TheFY12 Budget positions DDS well to
continue services to consumers. Most SR gradsstarttheir programs, in
spite the 12/1 delay in appropriations funding.e Tovernor has recently
requested a total of $135M in rescissions fromesagiencies. DDS’ portion is
$9.6M from personal services, which may affect spostion refills.
Operating expenses and workers comp accounts eng@ inanaged. FY13
grads remain in the budget, with a delayed stag.dBDS anticipates
handling FY13 grad start dates, as done in the fuasteet the priority needs
of families who require continuity of services aftégh school. Mid-term
budget adjustments are due and each agency nepaptuse savings for
FY13. DDS is achieving needed savings througitiatirin public sector
services. Recently the Department closed admissmiarly Connections,
the state operated Birth To Three program. Thie sten program is costly
running about $20,000 per child vs. $8,400 perdctul the same services
through the private sector. Early Connectionféslast public program to
close admissions. The department continues torglsiburces to family
supports and private supports whenever possibiirtiportant to note that
the current budget directs the closure of five Cd afatewide. Three of the
five homes have closed to date. The remaining twods must be closed by
the end of the FY. There may be more closures et the five, as some
public CLA’s have only two or three clients livimg them.

Ideas for Legislation —Ideas for new legislation are due to ChristineiBpll
the DDS Director of Legislative Affairs, in OctobelPast grassroots ideas that
have lead to new legislation include the Respettimguage Bill and changes
to the Guardianship statute allowing families tplggorior to their child’s

18" birthday. Ideas may be emailed to Jolie or Chisti

LPRIC — The Legislative Program Review and InvestigaiG@ommittee
(LPRIC) is currently conducting a study entitlebvision of Selected
Services for Clientswith ID. A briefing for this topic will held on 9/27/11 at
12pm in Rm. 2D at LOB. Staff will present desauptbackground
information pertinent to the study and responduestgons raised by
committee members. An informational public heamvill be held later that
same day beginning at 2pm. Commissioner Macy bas mvited to attend
in order to answer any questions that come up.hEaeing will air on the web
via CTN. The focus of the study is to compare th&t of providing public
and private services to clients of DDS who rec@4&ehour care in community
or institutional settings to determine the most-@ective means to deliver
those services. Information on the scope of théystuas disseminated at the
meeting.

STS- Mary gave an update on the implementation oSfh§ Settlement
Agreement. To date, 28 people have expressedeneshin moving off
campus. Two groupings have been identified and RiaWs gone out. It was
noted that the LON of STS consumers is similahtd of the rest of DDS’
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population. Starting in November the process obfgssional judgment” will
be used to determine the most integrated livingatibn recommended for
each individual.

Hurricane Irene Update — Debriefing on Hurricane Irene ensued. There
were a large number of evacuations, power outagesphone outages. Some
evacuations came after the storm due to prolongesgpoutages. A Mystic
CLA was directed to evacuate by the town. Camp kiesk was closed for a
few days. Overall, things went smoothly. The DBx8ergency Command
Center was up and running. Regular reports wereiged to the Governor's
office. One of our providers, Brian House, lostame located in Deep River
due to a generator fire.

l"l. New Business

Council Vacancies— A review ensued of the Council’'s governing dtatu
With Mr. Fusti’s recent resignation, the Councilinbas three vacancies.
Current members agreed to continue to engage reanit and bring possible
recruits to the November meeting. The need forrdityeamong the
membership was raised. A recommendation was maplestoa members
wanted add on the DDS website. Jolie will preparamnouncement for the
web.

V. Old Business

2011 Council Priorities — Next Steps

Transition Planning/Outreach—targeting 16-21 yddrmpopulation

Over the last couple of months, the Council has s@eincrease in the
number of transition workshops throughout the statgppears that the
subject is experiencing a period of heightened eamess among schools,
family organizations, advocacy organizations ardS3tate Deppartment of
Education. Mary announced that DDS has receiveghigsion from the state
of NJ to modify the “Great Expectations” manual @F. This is being
funded through a Connectibility grant. The CT vensis close to coming out.
IFS ARD Marie Bennett is leading the effort. Joligl get an update on the
status of the publication from Marie and reportkoak plan for distribution
was discussed. Since outreach on this issue apioelaeson the rise, the
Council decided to focus its efforts on promotihg toncept of creative
housing options among DDS families.

Creative Housing OptionsDiscussion focused on next steps. A suggestion t
bring DDS parents together for a parent-to-paresdussion was made. The
Council would like to identify DDS families that V& been successful in
creative housing endeavors to see if they wouldibimg to share their
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VI.

VII.

experiences in a workshop-type setting. DDS stéff expertise in the area
could be asked to come to the table too. Mary ssiggl exploring technology
as it relates to independent/creative living areamgnts as well. Mary
recommended DDS staff Greg McMahon, Self DeternonaDirector, and
Marie Bennett, IFS Assistant Regional Director, tfog project. The Council
feels a substantial period of planning time willneeded in order for the
event to be a success. It anticipates holdingweat in the spring of 2012.
Target mailing will be required. Discussion ensoachow best to address
resource/funding limitations that families will ittately face. Mary noted that
the five-year plan would likely include a goal tela to this topic.

Creative housing options discussed at tonight’stimgéncluded:

The Live-in Companion
CCH Model

University Co-ops

CRS

© O 0O

Fall Family Forum

Flyer disseminated. DDS South Region is collabogatiith NEAT and
Lighthouse for a Fall Family Forum on October #in all day Assistive
Technology Conference sponsored by Lighthouse \Gb&Geénter and NEAT will
be held at the Mystic Marriott followed by a ribboutting for the NEAT Center
satellite location in Mystic. The day’s activitiesll conclude with the DDS
South Region Family Forum on technology. Mary ddteat DDS plans to pilot a
remote monitoring product in the future. Prodesearch is ongoing. Several
states have added remote monitoring as a waivelefiliservice option.

Next Meeting Date

The next regularly scheduled meeting of the DDStIsS&egion Advisory and
Planning Council will be held on November 16, 204116:00 p.m., at the Henry
Carter Hull Library in Clinton.

The Council invited Mary to attend the November timggif her job is extended,
to which she agreed. Thomas Dailey, ARD for Penaérvices, will attend as
that week’s Acting Regional Director.

Adjournment : The meeting adjourned at 8:00 p.m.

Minutes submitted by:

Jolie Crescimano-Gossy

Jolie Crescimano-Goss

Executive Secretary, DDS South Region
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