
INTRODUCTION
PURPOSE OF THE PLAN

THIS DOCUMENT IS INTENDED FOR THE FOLLOWING PURPOSES:

*     To guide the Department of Transportation, Regional Planning Agencies,
Cities, Towns and other agencies or groups in the development of bicycle and
pedestrian systems.
*     To clarify the goals and objectives recommended in the statewide bicycle and
pedestrian element of Connecticut's Long Range Master Transportation Plan.
*     To explain the rules of the road and state laws in regard to the use of public
roadways by bicyclists and pedestrians.
*     To establish guidelines for the planning, design, maintenance, and
enforcement of bike routes, multi-use trails, and sidewalks in Connecticut.
*    To provide information to those interested in bicycle and pedestrian
transportation programs.
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MISSION STATEMENT
 CONNECTICUT DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION

     IT IS THE MISSION OF THE CONNECTICUT DEPARTMENT OF
TRANSPORTATION TO PROVIDE A SAFE, EFFICIENT, AND COST-
EFFECTIVE TRANSPORTATION SYSTEM THAT MEETS THE MOBILITY
NEEDS OF ITS USERS.

VISION AND GOALS
CONNECTICUT STATEWIDE BICYCLE AND PEDESTRIAN

TRANSPORTATION PLAN

VISION
     To enhance the bicycling and walking environment throughout Connecticut by
providing for the safe, convenient and enjoyable use of these modes of
transportation in an effort to meet the publics' demand for improved mobility and a
better quality of life.
     Any Connecticut resident will be able to walk, bicycle, or use other type of non-
motorized transportation mode safely and conveniently from his or her home to
any destination in the State. From any town, residents will be able to follow multi-
use trails that are connected to other towns in the region, to other regions, and to
neighboring States . Employment centers, shopping areas, bus and train centers,
recreation and cultural attractions, and schools will accommodate the walking and
bicycling needs of employees, customers, residents, both within the development
and to nearby destinations.

GOALS
     Provide a statewide multi-use trail system which is integrated with other
transportation systems.
     Provide and maintain a safe, convenient and pleasing bicycle and pedestrian
environment.
     Encourage and support bicycle/pedestrian safety, education and enforcement
programs.
     To make full use of state resources in providing technical assistance to towns
and municipalities relative to the development of multi-use trail facilities
throughout  our state.
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METROPOLITAN PLANNING ORGANIZATIONS
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GLOSSARY OF TERMS AND DEFINITIONS

BICYCLE:  A vehicle having two tandem wheels, either of which is sixteen inches in diameter, or having
three wheels in contact with the ground, any of which is sixteen inches in diameter, propelled solely by human
power, upon which any person or persons may ride.

BICYCLE FACILITIES:   A general term denoting improvements and provisions made to
accommodate or encourage bicycling, including parking facilities, mapping, all bikeways, and shared roadways not
specifically designated for bicycle use.

BIKE LANE:  A portion of a roadway which has been designated by striping, signing, and pavement
markings for preferential or exclusive use of bicycles.

BIKE PATH:  A bikeway physically separated from motorized vehicular traffic by an open space or barrier
and either within the highway right-of-way or within an independent right-of-way.  It is also known as a Multi-Use-
Trail.

BIKE ROUTE:  A system of shared roadways, wide curb lanes, bike lanes, and multi-use-trails designated
by the jurisdiction having authority with or without directional and informational markers.

BIKEWAY:  Any road, path, or way which in some manner is specifically designated as being open to bicycle
travel, regardless of whether such facilities are designated for the exclusive use of bicycles or are to be shared with
other modes of transportation.

HIGHWAY:  A general term denoting a public way for purposes of vehicular travel, including the entire area
within the right-of-way.

ISTEA:  The Intermodal Surface Transportation Efficiency Act.  Enacted in 1991 it provided authorizations for
highways, highway safety, and mass transportation.  Under the Enhancement Program special funding was dedicated
for bicyclists and walkers.  This Act was superceded in 1998 by TEA21

MULTI-USE-TRAIL:  Same as a bike path except it is a more accepted term because it covers a wider
range of uses such as bicyclists, walkers, in-line skaters, joggers, and other non-motorized forms of transportation.

MUTCD:  Manual on Uniform Traffic Control Devices.



PEDESTRIAN FACILITIES:  Facilities provided for the exclusive use of pedestrians, including
sidewalks, walkways, signs, signals, illumination, and seating areas.

RIGHT-OF-WAY:  A general term denoting land, property, or interest therein, usually in a strip, acquired
for or devoted to transportation purposes.

RIGHT OF WAY:  The right of one vehicle or pedestrian to proceed in a lawful manner in preference to
another vehicle or pedestrian.

ROADWAY:  The portion of a highway, including shoulders, used by vehicles.  A divided highway has two
or more roadways.

SHARED ROADWAY:  Any roadway upon which a bicycle lane is not designated and which may be
legally used by bicyclists regardless of whether such facility is designated as a bikeway.

SHOULDER:  That portion of roadway exclusive of the travel lane.  It is that portion of the roadway to the
outside of the white line.  A paved shoulder is a de facto bikeway when present, but is different from a bike lane in
that it is not signed or meant for the exclusive use of bicyclists.

SIDEWALK:  A walkway separated from the roadway, designed for preferential or exclusive use by
pedestrians.

TEA21:  The Transportation Equity Act for the 21st Century.  Enacted in 1998, it provides authorization for
highways, highway safety, transit and other surface transportation programs and builds on the initiatives established
in ISTEA.  A portion of this funding is dedicated for bicyclists and walkers.

WIDE CURB LANE:  A lane, which is of such width that bicycle and motorized traffic can be
accommodated in the same lane.  This lane shall always be the through lane closest to the curb, or shoulder edge of
the road when a curb is not provided.
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