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® The section of U.S. Route 44 from New Hartford to

Hartford was known as Old Talcott Mountain Turnpike
and was incorporated in 1798.

® [Designated as U.S. Route 44 in 1935 and made part of
the national highway, system.

® [11s section off Route 44 over: Aven Moeuntaim has
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Chronological Events

® Route 44 Corridor Study (CRCOG) —
identified concerns & provides
recommendations & guidelines for the
Integration of future highway improvements
(Included the towns of Canton, Simsbury,
Avon and Hartfoerd) — completed in 2001..
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Chronological Events cont

® July 29, 2005 — horrific accident involving a truck
(brake failure) and 19 other vehicles at the westerly

base of Avon Mountain results in 4 fatalities, 19
Injuries.

® GoVv. Rell orders DMV and State Police to increase
truck safety Inspections.

® GoV. Relllorders; DIy to) establish) a  liask: Eorce

~ comprised o EHWAS CREOE and/ Deparntment:
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Chronological Events cont

Avon Mountain Task Force (AMTF) recommended the
following - 11/2005:

® Immediate improvements —

— Warning signs enlarged and additional signing added on Route
44 over. Avon Mountain — completed 9/2005.

— Police ticketing areas installed — completed 12/2005

® Preliminary short-term improvements —

— The curved areas In the vicinity of Deercliff: Road and near: Pine
Tree Lane were resurfaced with high friction pavement

— Relocated| the existing side-mounted electronic “Stop Ahead”
SIgns 6N the eastbound appreach toy Mountain Read/and the
westhound approeach torRaute 10 te) everiiead

ProVvide tempoera ariablermessageiwariing signs (Z/EBj & 2
WE) ‘
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Chronological Events cont

® AMTF recommended the following
long-term improvements — 11/2005

— Soften horizontal curves for a 45 mph design
speed

— Provide 4 to 8-feoet shoulders
— Provide left-turn lanes at all intersections
— Provide a median treatment
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Chronological Events cont

® AMTEF identified two concepts addressing brake
faillures & runaway trucks for future
considerations— 11/2005

— Provide a vehicle arresting barrier to address a
percentage of, crasfies due to brake failure

— Eliminate the at-grade intersection ofi Route 44
and Reute 10/Ned/Readland/ replace with'a
JraederSEPAraled CrasSINYILorpPreovideraimione
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Chronological Events cont

® Department officials met with Avon’s Town
Council to present its findings and solicit

INnput on the various recommendations —
12/12/2005

— Supported Project #4-123 and concerned
with any: delay of its schedule!

— Supperted propoesed short-term
improvements.
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Chronological Events cont.

Project #4-123

® Neighborhood meetings

— considered comments and concerns in regards
to the proposed modifications of, Route 44 —
1/31/2006 & 2/2/2006

® AMITIE & Project designers refine the
design Preject 04-1238
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Chronological Events cont

® Governor Rell has the State of Connecticut’'s web
site modified to allow for public suggestions to
address safety concerns on Avon Mountain —
2/2006

® DO receives 338 suggestions from the public —
2/2006 thru 8/2006
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Chronological Events cont

® Traffic calming features in Project 4-123
— Uniform curvature (45 MPH)
— Curves softened not straightened
— [Landscaping median and roadside

— Additionaliwesthound palice ticketing area i the
vicinity, ofi Machonald Park
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Chronological Events cont

® Public Hearing held on 5/31/2006 —
Improvements supported by town
officials and public.
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Chronological Events cont

® Town adopted latest Plan of Conservation and
Development, highlighting the importance of
Integrating open space, recreational trails, and the
area’s historic character into any future safety.
Improvement (5/2006)

® Department initiates Project #04-127 te study,
safety, improvements alternatives at the Route 44
and Route 10/NodfRoead|intersection - started’ 7706,
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Chronological Events cont

Westbound truck experiences brake
fairlure and crashes into furniture store
— 9/ 7 /2007
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Chronological Events cont

® Special meeting of the State Traffic Commission
held to address and take action on traffic safety
Issues on Route 44 in the Towns of Avon and West
Hartford, Truck Ban (over 13 tons) put in effect
- 9/12/2007

® Commissioner; ISSUes an emergency, declaration to
install’ a iruck Escape Ramp on Route 44 —
1.0/4/200¥
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Route 44 at
Route 10 and Nod Road

Considerations
e eliminate
e majerinterseclion
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Historical Perspective
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=

Aerial view, Rte 44 & Rte 10, 2007
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Route 44
at Route 10 and Nod Road

EXisting Conditions

@Safety Concerns
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Safety Concerns

® Steep vertical grade
— Location of a major signalized intersection
— Lack of adeqguate landing area
— Length of traffic queues
— Brake failures
— Wet pavement conditions
— High running speeds on Route 44 thru itersection

® Size of Intersection

— |ntersection ofi tWe) principal arteral readways
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Collision Data 2001-2005

111 Collisions
- Types
#63% Rear End type
# 1% turning-opposite direction
— Contributing| Factors
» 56%  Foellowing teo) clasely
2 12% Failure to) grant ReW.
7720 DEfective eguipment (brake falures)

259%0 of =\ W& eollisiors
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Brake Faillures

® 11 Collisions due to brake failure
between 1996 and 2007
— 4 fatalities/29 injuries
— 4 dump trucks
— 3 cars
— 2 tractor trailers
— 1 schieel hus
— 1. passenger van
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Pedestrian safety concerns

® 2 accidents resulting in 3 fatalities
Pedestrian (8/24/1996 & 1/16/1998)

— Craossing between Avon Old Farms Hotel and
Avon Old|Farms Restaurant

Connecticut
Department of Transportation




35

Truck Recovery Ramp

® Significantly addresses collisions due
to brake failures

— Vehicles must be experiencing brake farlures
prior to the entrance to the Truck Recovery,
System, (approximately: 1,300 feet: from the
INtersection).
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Eliminate intersection of

Route 44/Route 10 & Nod Road

® Comprehensive approach to address
safety concerns and traffic operational
difficulties
— Addresses most accident patterns

— Eliminates a major: intersection at the bottom
of; a long steep verticall grade.

— Eliminates stepping on a steep grade
— Eliminates; traffic queues; 0 a steep grade
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Grade Separation of Route 44
and Route 10/Nod Road

® Review of conceptual improvements
— Various alternatives considered

— [Digital rendering

~ Digital design of; readway, harizental & vertical
alignments

~ Roadside features (variable)
— @peratioenal changes
MPACLS (Preperty; envirenmentat
COMMURIMYACONSICGETELONS
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Alternative concept
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Alternative concept
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Preferred Alternative
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VVehicle Movements

® 68%0 of all traffic movements
stay the same or similar
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Anticipated Impacts

® Right of Way
— 11 partial property acquisitions including a
section of Alsop Meadow (preserved open
space)
® Environmental (Reguired Permits & Documents)
— Federall Envireanmental Assessment
— State Envirenmental Impact Evaluation

— Eleed PlamiManagement, Inland Wetiand,
Army Corp and Storm \Water: Discharge
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Community Considerations

® Speed control — traffic calming
— Boulevard-style median/roadside landscaping
— Additional locations for. police ticketing areas
— Shape/size of bridge epening

® Aesthetic treatments
— Bridge type, style & surface treatment

dVEMENELEAUTIENLS;
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Community Considerations cont.

® Residential Issues (River Mead
Condominiums & others)

— Railsed landscaped buffers

® Business conecerns
— S@nIe acGess revisions

— Sijejplinie]
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Community Considerations cont.

® Pedestrian/bicycle linkages

® Fully integrate the intersection and
overpass with local preservation &
recreational goals by:

— Incorporating trails/access to, the Farmington
RIVEr,

VW EIKeWILANLIESCOMMURTY/ALOrEEVEI R el UESIJT
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Concept Development

® Continue stakeholder meetings

® Engage town/local resources in
advancing concept

® Possible charrette
® Public infermatieonal meeting

PWRICoURCIH SUPPONT
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End of Presentation

® Questions & discussion
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